
September 18, 2019

Dear CMS Parents/Guardians:

Welcome to the 2019-2020 school year.  We’re so glad you’re here! 

If this is your first year at CMS, I would like to extend a very warm welcome to you. If 

you are a “seasoned” CMS Comet family, welcome back!

What is the CMS PTO?

The Christa McAuliffe School Parent Teacher Organization (CMS PTO) promotes and 

encourages communication between parents, teachers, administration, and the community. 

The CMS PTO sponsors and organizes fundraising and school events that deepen our 

community spirit and enrich our children’s educational, social, and developmental 

experiences while at CMS.

All CMS parents, guardians, and faculty are considered members of the CMS PTO. There 

are no CMS PTO membership dues. The CMS PTO relies on volunteers to successfully 

organize events and raise money for student field trips and activities. There is a CMS PTO 

Executive Committee, made up of a President, Vice-President, Treasurer, Recording 

Secretary, Corresponding Secretary, and Volunteer Coordinator.

When are CMS PTO Meetings? 

The CMS PTO meets once a month, usually the first Tuesday of the month, with a few 

exceptions. The meetings are held in the CMS Book Collection Room on the first floor, 

from 6-7 pm. There will be free babysitting at the meetings, offered by the Concord High 

School National Honor Society. Meetings are a great way to meet other CMS families and 

interact with teachers. At each meeting, the budget and expenses are reviewed, and we 

talk about upcoming activities we are planning. Please mark your calendar for the following 

CMS PTO meeting dates: 

Sept 10 Nov 12 Jan 7 March 3 May 5

Oct 1 Dec 3 Feb 4 April 7 June 2

What events does the CMS PTO sponsor? 

The CMS PTO sponsors many events throughout the school year. These include the 1
st
 Day 

of School Welcome Coffee for Parents, Back-to-School Night Ice Cream Social, Movie 

Night, Family Bingo Night, Book Fair, Family Glow Dance, Spaghetti Dinner, Family Block 

Party, Field Day Ice Pops, and more!

(over)



What about weekly popcorn?  

The CMS PTO is perhaps most famous for its weekly popcorn. Parent volunteers come to 

CMS once a week to pop popcorn for students, teachers, and staff. Popcorn costs 25¢ a 

bag. Your student’s teacher may collect money each week, or he/she may collect money at 

the beginning of the school year for the semester or year. He/she will let you know. 

Do I have to donate money? 

The CMS PTO raises money to support field trips, classroom supplies, and community 

events throughout the year. There is no mandatory CMS PTO membership fee or required 

donation. However, we encourage families to contribute what they can, to help support 

educational and social activities for the students and staff. 

How can I get involved?

 Attend a CMS PTO meeting

 Volunteer. The CMS PTO sends out a volunteer request by email (Sign-Up Genius) 

before each event. Please consider donating an hour or two this school year to help 

make the CMS PTO events a success. 

 Become a popcorn popper. Come to CMS once a month to pop popcorn. If interested, 

please send an email to cmsptonh@gmail.com. 

 Coordinate an event committee. We are looking for co-coordinators for the Spring 

Block Party, Spaghetti Dinner, the On-line Auction, and other events.

 Join the Executive Board. We are looking for parents/guardians to take on a 

leadership position in the next year. This year, we could use a co-treasurer to learn 

about the CMS PTO finances.

 Share a skill. Consider leading a chess club, lego club, helping with a school theater 

program/musical, or bringing another activity to our school.

How can I learn more about the CMS PTO and events?

 Look for CMS PTO weekly e-mail blasts

 Follow the CMS PTO on Facebook (Christa McAuliffe PTO) for up-to-date 

information on school and community events

 Check out the CMS PTO website: www.cmspto.com

 Email: cmsptonh@gmail.com

Sincerely,

The CMS PTO Executive Board

Jessica Pollack, President

Melissa West, Vice-President/Fundraising

Melissa Maheu, Treasurer

Annalise Ansell, Recording Secretary

Caitlin Sackman, Corresponding Secretary

Lori Weston, Volunteer Coordinator
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